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compose that synthesis which realises and embodies the total
constitutional truth. The Whig takes charge of the con-
stitutional forces in one direction ; the Tory in another.
And it would be as absurd to invest either party with a
superior function as to imagine the centripetal force more
important than the centrifugal in the planetary system of
motions. Were the Whig withdrawn, instantly the Tory
would become a redundant and destructive power ; and vice
versa. Both Whig and Tory shared equally in our Revolu-
tion. Meantime, not one act in a thousand done or proposed
by the Whig or Tory party concerns them as Whigs or as
Tories. For instance, to each of these parties at different
periods foreign politics have presented a ruinous snare
During the four last years of Queen Anne the Tories played
the most treasonable part. That was early in the eighteenth
century. Almost in the corresponding years of the nine-
teenth century the very same false and treacherous part was
played by the Whigs ; but in this respect more criminally
by far, inasmuch as the danger was incomparably greater
from 1803 to 1812 than from 1703 to 1712. The enemy
at whose feet the Whigs would have laid us prostrate from
1807 to 1815 was Napoleon, with a servile Europe at his
back : whereas, in the corresponding case of the preceding
century, the enemy was Louis XIV, menaced by a growing
confederacy of our allies.

The reader understands, therefore, that I do not (and
could not consistently) disparage or anywhere condemn Dr.
Parr as a Whig. Those acts which reflect shame and reproach
upon his character and the claims of his clerical profession
had no connexion with Whig principles : very often they
were acts discountenanced, or at the least not countenanced,
by his own political party. But, m those rarer cases where
the acts really had such a partisan countenance, the party
concerned in the first place was not the Whigs as opposed
to the Tories, but the Outs as opposed to the Ins. It was
with no reference to their party creed that Messrs. Fox,
Grey, Tierney, Sheridan, &c., oftentimes lent their support
to Dr. Parr: not at all; it was simply as the party in
opposition (whether Whigs or Tories), pulling an oar against
the party in office: pledging, therefore, no principles what-